Ungern made no reply The colonel withdrew on tip-
toe

Outside he bumped into Captain Makeev, who was
standing suspiciously close to the dooi

'He's impossible to-day,' said Ldutenz 'He doesn't
even listen to what one says I was talking serious busi-
ness to him, and do you know what he replied? I'll give
you a thousand guesses '

The captain chewed his loose lowei lip, but said nothing

'He asked me,' went on the colonel, woikmg himself
up, 'whether an astronomer could become a Bolshevik
I don't know what's the matter with him, but ically

to-day        '

Td give a lot to have that revolvci of yours,' inter-
rupted Makeev, winking violently

Laurcnz turned round Standing on the threshold of
his room, Ungern was staring at his two officers

'Colonel,' he said, in a colourless tone of voice, 'tele-
graph to Captain Sudzuki at Japanese headquarters and
ask whether we should send a louc against the irregulars
Oloviannaya way As soon as Sato arnvos, send him in
to me Keep the two prisoners under guard I'll sec them
later'

Ungern shut his door again
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